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XXXII. An Account of two new Tortofes ; 
in a Letter to Matthew Maty, M. D. 
Sec. R.S.: By Thomas Pennant, Efq\ 
F.R.S. 


S I R, 

Read May 2 , T BEG the favour of you to lay before 
»,/*• t j le R 0 y a i Society, an account of two 

tortoifes that have juft fallen into my hands. 

The firft was communicated to me * by my 
worthy and learned correfpondent Dodtor Garden, of 
Charles Town, in South Carolinaa gentleman to 
whom the world is indebted for various information 
relating to the natural hiftory of that province j and 
whofe afliduity promises fair to enable me to make 
confiderable additions to the accounts already given of 
the new world. He has favoured me with an ample 
defcription of this new animal; together with fome 
relation of its manners; both of which are now 
delivered to the Society in the words of the ingenious 
writer. 

* The fpecimen now under the infpe&ion of the Society, 
was lent me, by my good friend Mr. Ellis; my own fpecimen 
being in the country : to Mr. Ellis I was alfo indebted for the 
elegant drawing of the animal, done from the life, in South 
Carolina. 
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“ I now come to fpeak of a fpecies of Turtle or 
“ Tortoife, peculiar to our fouthern rivers. We call 
“ it the fojt Jhelled Turtle; becaufe, when alive, the 
“ covering looks like leather, very fmooth and pli- 
“ able, without any appearance of bone in it. It is 
“ very fwift and fierce. They are not commonly 
“ got here in Charles-town, though by chance 
“ this laft fummer, I had two fent me. One of 
“ them I had preferved entire and fent to our friend 
“ Mr. Ellis; the other, lefs perfeft, I have fent you. 
“ This is a very curious animal, and I think, a non- 
“ defcript, for there is none of Linnaeus's fifteen 
“ fpecies, that refemble it, except the firft; and 
“ that, he particularly mentions, is found in the 
“ * Mediterranean; but this always inhabits frelh 
“ waters, remote from the fea. The head and fnout 
“ are particularly diftinguifhed from every other 
“ Turtleand what is more, I am told they ex- 
“ ceed any turtle in the delicacy of their tafte and 
“ flavour. I never eat any of them; but have heard 
“ many fpeak of them who were great epicures, and 
“ they have allured me, that they were far preferable 
“ to the green kind.” 

* There are two fpecies of Tortoifes in that fea, a coriace¬ 
ous one, and another refembling that of the Weft Indies, which 
is fcarce eatable. The laft I procured from Leghorn, and at 
this time am doubtful whether it differs fpecifically from the 
Weft Indian Turtle, 
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1'ycJJj Water Turtle , commonly called Soft Shelled 
'Turtle. Tab. X. 


“ They are found in large quantities in Savannah 
and Alatamaha rivers ; and I have been told that 
they are very common in the rivers in Eaft Florida. 

“ They grow to very large fizes, though the largeft 
that ever I heard of was feventy pounds. 

“ The Turtle, which I now have by me, weighs 
twenty pounds; and probably, when I firft got it, it 
might have weighed from twenty-five to thirty 
pounds, as I have obferved that it has grown poorer 
every day. I have had it now near three months, 
and I never could obferve that it has eaten any thing 
that has been given it, though a variety of things 
have been tried. 

** It is twenty inches long from one end of the (hell 
or covering to the other, and fourteen inches and a 
half broad. The colour of this (hell or covering, in 
general, is dark brown, with a greenifh cad. 

“ The middle part is hard,ftrong, and bony; but all 
round the (ides, efpecially towards the tail and 
hindermoft part, it is cartilaginous, (oft and pliable, 
refembling thick tanned fole-leather, yielding very 
eafily to any force in any direction whatever, but 
thick enough and ftrong enough to defend the animal 
from any injury. All the hind part of the back is 
full of oblong fmooth knobs; and the fore part, juft 
where it covers the head and neck, is ftudded full of 
large knobs. The under fide of this plate is very 
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[ 269 ] 

beautiful, of a lively whidfh colour, interfperfed with 
innumerable very fine ramifications of blood vefiels, 
running from the margin of the plate into larger and 
larger branches, until the fight of them is at once loft 
by their entering the body of the animal. 

“ The under, or belly plate, or rather jlernum , is of 
a fair whitifh colour, and extended forward two or 
three inches more than the back plate, ib that the head 
refts on it very conveniently. # The hind part of this 
plate is hard and bony, fhaped very much like a man’s 
riding faddle, with two pieces for the thighs to reft 
on. The fore part of the plate is pliable and carti¬ 
laginous. 

“ The head is fomewhat triangular and attenuated, 
rather apparently fmall for the animal, but growing 
gradually larger towards the neck, which is thick and 
long, and eafily extended out (the neck of the pre- 
fentfubjeft was thirteen inches and a half long) to a 
great length, or drawn back again under the fhell 
or plate. 

“ The eyes are placed in the fore and upper part of 
the head, near to one another, having pretty large 
loofe palpebrae.. The pupil is fmall and lively, fur- 
rounded by a lemon-coloured iris, perfectly round, 
and giving much life and fire to the eyes. When 
danger approaches, or when it goes to fleep, it 
covers its eyes, by bringing the inner and loofe part of 
the lower palpebra over its eye, like a membrana 
niSiitans. 

<e The upper lip and under lip are both large, but 
efpecially the upper. The mandibula are both entire, 
each being one entire bone all round, of the fame 
fhape as the mouth. 
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“ The noftrils are the mod Angular part, being a 
cartilaginous production of at leaft three quarters of 
an inch, beyond the upper and fore angle or point of 
the upper lip, perforated with two apertures reaching 
back and opening into the roof of its mouth, having 
a fmooth Jeptum but fimbriated upon each fide. 
This, at firft fight, in fome manner rcfembles the 
fnout of the mole; but it is tender, thin and tranfpa- 
rent, and cannot be intended for digging in the earth 
or lard. 

“ The arms are thick and ftrong, confifting of 
three diftinft joints, viz. the upper, the fore arm, and 
hand. The hands have each five fingers, of which the 
three firft are fhorter and ftronger, and furnifhed with 
ftrong nails, or rather claws. The two laft fingers 
have more joints, but are fmaller, and, inftead of being 
furnifhed with claws, are covered with the membrane, 
which is extended even beyond their extremities. 
Towards the back or hind part, there are two fpurious 
fingers, which juft ferve to fupport the membrane 
when extended. The upper fide of thefe arms and 
hands are covered with a wrinkled loofe fkin, of a 
dufky greenifh colour. The legs confift of the fame 
number of joints, and have the fame number of toes 
as there are fingers on the fore-feet, and thefe are 
furnilhed with nails in the fame manner, only there 
is but one fpurious toe. Both the fore and hind legs 
are thick, ftrong, and mufcular; and as the animal is 
very fierce, when it is attacked or difturbed, it often 
raifes itfelf on its legs, and will leap forward to bite 
itsdifturber or enemy, which it does with great fury 
and violence. 


** They 
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«* They are likewife very ftrong, and of a lively 
whitifh colour, becaufe they are generally, if not 
always, covered with the upper plate, which, as I faid 
before, is extended a great way behind. 

** The tail is large and thick, and generally as long 
as the hind part of the upper plate. The anus is 
placed about an inch from the extremity of the tail 
on the infide. 

“ The Turtle, from which thele chara&ers were 
taken, was a female; after fhe came into my poifefTion 
fhe laid fifteen eggs, and about the fame number were 
taken out of the belly when fhe died. The eggs 
were nearly an inch diameter, and perfectly fphe- 
rical. 

“ It is efteemed very good eating, and faid by 
many to be more delicate than the green turtle.” 


“The other Species of fortoife , which I name 
the Tuberculated, 

was communicated to me by Mr. Humphries, 
of St. Martin’s-Lane, merchant of minerals, Ihells, 
and infedls. He was unacquainted with its place 
and hiftory; therefore I muft content myfelf with 
giving a meer defcription of it, deprived as I am of 
the knowlege of its manners and ufes, without which 
even natural hiftory is as replete with dulnefs as with 
inutility. 


Its 
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Its length, from nofe to the extremity of the back, 
is three inches three lines its greateft breadth, one 
inch and a half. 

The head is large and fcaly. The neck thick and 
wrinkled. Eyes full; noftrils fmall and oval j the 
end of the upper mandible long and bifurcated, lap¬ 
ping very far over the lower. 

The back is divided length-ways, with five pro¬ 
minent ribs covered with large yellow tubercles, the 
intervening part is dufky and divided by multitudes 
of leffer and more depreffed tubercules. The whole 
circumference of the back bounded by a tuberculated 
rib, like thofe on the upper part. The extremity 
furcated. The whole is coriaceous and pliant. 

The tail is depreffed fideways, tapers to a point, 
and reaches beyond the end of the back. 

The belly is yellow, tuberculated like the back, 
but marked with fix rows greatly prominent. 

The prior fins are longer than the whole body, 
very thin, dufky, and edged on their interior fides 
with white, and both the furfaces are covered with 
depreffed tubercles. The hind fins are broad, 
much dilated near their end, and flightly bilobated : 
none of thefe fins had the left marks of toes or 
nails. 

This may probably be the fame with the Tejiudo 
coriacea of Linna’us, p. 350, or the coriaceous one 
above mentioned: but, as I have not at prefent be¬ 
fore me the authors cited by that able naturalift, I 
will not pretend to pronounce with certainty whe¬ 
ther it is the fame. 


Expla- 
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Explanation of the Figures, 

Tab. X. 

Fig. The foft-fhelled Tortoife. 

2. The fame on its back. 

3 . The fame with its neck exerted > drawn from 

the dried animal. 

4. The tuberculated Tortoife. 

5. Exhibits the form of the mouth. 
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